
As an outspoken weekly columnist for the New York Times, Forbes, Inc.com 
and The Huffington Post and a frequent guest on Fox, Fox Business, MSNBC 
and CNBC, Gene brings a perspective to a business audience that is unique 
and refreshing...and entertaining.  
  
Gene's presentations are for the owner, executive and manager working in an 
established business that is looking forward. He (or she) isn't thinking about 
next week or next month. This person is looking out over the next few years. 
  
Gene does not just talk about the economy. He talks about how changes in the 
economy will affect your business and what actions you need to take to pre-
pare. His non-partisan approach to the political scene helps his audience to un-
derstand the facts, without emotions, so they can make the right decisions for 
the long term. He discusses trends in technology, management themes, health-
care reform and the latest tools and services available for business executives 
to help grow their companies. Gene runs his own ten person consulting firm 
outside of Philadelphia. He is a business executive with thousands of clients 
and a columnist with hundreds of thousands of readers. He asks his audience: 
what decisions should we making now now that will affect our companies in the 
future? 
 
Because if you're not generating a sufficient number of leads today you're not 
going to be able to fund your company tomorrow. If you're not thinking all the 
time about ways to increase revenues and grow your business then there 
probably won't be any business some day in the future. If you think that your 
employees are as happy and productive as they'll ever be then this is where 
you'll always be. If you're not always wondering about ways to reduce overhead 
and lower your costs then someday someone is going to come along and out-
think you. If you're not managing your cash the right way today then you'll be 
missing a bunch of it when you'll one day really need it. 
  
If you're not keeping up with technology then you're going to fall behind. And if 
you're not keeping up with what's going on in the world around you, the political 
environment and economic cycles then how will you be able to manage in the 
dark? What will you do when interest rises or inflation jumps? How does the 
Fed impact your business? How can the nation's budget deficit potentially crip-
ple you? What are you doing today to minimize your taxes a few years from 
now? 
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NORTH DAKOTA MANUFACTURED HOUSING ASSOCIATION 

2014 MEMBERSHIP MEETING - FREE TO NDMHA MEMBERS 

SEATING IS LIMITED RSVP ASAP!!! 

January 15, 2014 

Radisson Hotel 

605 East Broadway 

Bismarck, ND 

Phone:  701.255.6000 

 

8:00   Buffet Breakfast  

8:30  Registration        

9:30  Welcome & Opening Remarks 

   President:  Larry Gullickson       

  North Dakota Manufactured Housing Association Annual Business Meeting 

Review Minutes of Annual Meeting Held January 16, 2013 

Present Treasurer’s Report  

Present Nominations From the Nomination Committee for the Board of Directors Positions Expiring this Year 

Open Floor for Further Nominations 

Open Floor for Further Discussion 

Governmental Affairs Review  

    

10:30   Coffee Break 

 

10:45 Governmental Affairs Session 

Presented by:   Todd Kranda – Todd Kranda – Kelsch, Kelsch, Ruff and Kranda 

SB 2174 Advance Notice process 

Fair Labor Standards Act for manufactured home salesman 

11:15  Department of Commerce 

  Presented by:  Rory Hoffman 

Dept of Commerce Manufactured Home Installation Program Update 

 

12:00  Luncheon  

    

1:00 Gene Marks – Customer Relationship, Service and Financial Management Expert 

2:30  Coffee Break 

2:45  Park Operator Round Table 

  Presented by: NDMHA Board of Directors 

Open Discussion 

 

5:00  Social – Host Bar 

                    

6:00  Banquet 

  Entertainment – Kip Attaway 
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MHI Increases Government Affairs Presence 

 
MHI President & CEO Dick Jennison this week announced changes to the organization’s Government Affairs department 
aimed at strengthening the manufactured housing industry’s presence on Capitol Hill. 
 
In recognition of the excellent work he has performed over the past three years while representing MHI, Jason Boehlert 
has been promoted to Senior Vice President, Government Affairs. Boehlert is familiar to most MHI members as the per-
son leading the fight in Washington on behalf of the manufactured housing industry. “Jason has been a tireless voice for 
us to both Congress and the Administration,” said MHI Chairman Nathan Smith. “We should be proud to have him carry-
ing our message to the Hill and beyond.” 
 
To assist Boehlert in his DC efforts, MHI has hired Rick Robinson as its Vice President Government Affairs and General 
Counsel. Robinson has spent over three decades in law, government and politics. It was during a stint on Capitol Hill as 
Legislative Director/General Counsel to Rep Jim Bunning (KY-04) where Robinson first became familiar with the manu-
factured housing industry, advising the now retired Congressman on a wide variety of housing issues.  
 
Robinson most recently worked as a lawyer for Graydon Head & Ritchey in Cincinnati, Ohio where he focused his prac-
tice mainly in banking and real estate. While at this firm, Robinson also developed a public affairs practice where he 
earned a reputation for successfully cultivating relationships on both sides of the political aisle. 
 
“Rick brings to MHI the practical legal experience we need right now,” said MHI President Dick Jennison. “His banking 
expertise coupled with his government background make him the perfect fit for MHI.” 
 
Rick Robinson can be contacted at (703) 558-0675 or rrobinson@mfghome.org. Jason Boehlert can be contacted at 

(703) 558-0660 or jboehlert@mfghome.org.                                                                   MHI Week In Review -- November 22, 2013 

 

 

HUD’s Plans to Hire Manufactured Housing Program Administrator Still on Track 

 
HUD’s plans to hire an Administrator for the Manufactured Housing Program are moving forward but more slowly than 
hoped. As MHI reported in the July 26th MH NewsWire HUD’s Assistant Secretary for Housing and Federal Housing 
Commissioner, Carol Galante, had hoped to make the appointment by the beginning the new fiscal year which began on 
October 1, 2013. However, due to the federal government shutdown that began on September 30th, HUD’s plans were 
delayed. MHI understands that the process to hire a new Administrator is progressing and continues to be a priority for 
the Department. Although HUD cannot provide a specific date for a program Administrator to be in place, it is expected 
to occur in early 2014. Commissioner Galante hopes to fill the position with a qualified candidate from outside the federal 
work force in spite of the federal budget sequester and the hiring freeze. 
 
While MHI has long advocated for the appointment of a Non Career Administrator, the decision by HUD to make the po-
sition permanent was prompted in part by a recent Congressional directive. In its Fiscal Year 2014 Transportation-
Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill, the House Committee on Appropriations included a measure re-
quiring HUD to select a permanent Administrator of the Office of Manufactured Housing within 120 days of the enact-
ment of the legislation. If HUD does not meet this requirement, HUD’s salaries and expenses budget will be reduced by 
$50,000 for each day the directive remains unmet. 
 
The report accompanying the appropriations bill stated that “the Committee understands that a substantial backlog of 
recommendations approved by the Manufactured Housing Consensus Committee exists, and a lack of action and atten-
tion in this area has meant that codes and standards have not kept pace with technological innovation or allowed the 
industry to keep pace with consumer demand. The Committee looks forward to a more focused and responsive office 

under permanent leadership.”                                                                                         MHI Week In Review -- November 22, 2013 

mailto:rrobinson@mfghome.org
mailto:jboehlert@mfghome.org


 


